THE TURK AS RULER
perjured evidence, he was condemned to death
for complicity in the death of the Sultan Abd-ul-
Aziz, who was generally admitted to have com-
mitted suicide by opening a vein with a pair of
scissors, which some one is said to havejdiscovered
lately in the palace on the Bosphorus where he
died. Saved from public execution by the inter-
vention of the Powers, Midhat was deported
to Tai'f, where he was ultimately strangled in
his bed, it is said by order of Abd-ul-Hamid.
They say that his head was then sent to the
palace in a case marked "Objets d'art. Ivoire
japonais" Such was the reward of patriotism
in the Turkey of another era. A rumour that his
skull had been discovered in a box last summer,
during an inventory of the ex-Sultan's effects,
was proved to be false. There is a report that
Abd-ul-Hamid had on one occasion prepared a
similar ending for Kiamil, and that the veteran
was saved only by an autograph letter from the
late Queen Victoria, who is known to have held
him in high esteem.
Of all the twenty-seven Sultans who have
reigned over Turkey since Mohammed the
Conqueror rode into San Sophia only three can
emphatically claim to have been sincere reformers.
The history of Turkey has been that of con-
tinuous struggle for power between strong Sultan
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